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Pair and a pair (a song about rectangles) J | J | é

What mathematics learning is in this song?

Identifying and describing rectangles

Recognising the properties of rectangles

Understanding that rectangles have two pairs of equal sides and four equal angles (corners)
Recognising that a square is a special type of rectangle

[

Key mathematical language

Rectangle: a four-sided shape with two pairs of equal sides and four equal corners (right angles)
Square: a special type of rectangle with four equal sides

Side: a straight edge of a shape.

Corner: the point where two sides meet

Equal: the same size, length, amount or value

Pair: two things that belong together or are the same in some way

Useful questions to ask

What shape is this and how can you tell?

Which sides are the same length?

Can you find pairs of equal sides?

Where are the corners?

How is a square a special type of rectangle?

How are a square and a rectangle different from one another?



Follow-up hands-on activities

Activity Notes

Rectangle Hunt Go on a rectangle hunt around the room or outdoors. Look
for examples such as:

doors

windows
tables

books
whiteboards
building blocks

Encourage children to discuss:

e Why is this a rectangle?

o How many sides does it have?

e Which sides are the same length?
e What makes them all rectangles?

Build a Rectangle Create rectangles using materials such as:

playdough
craft sticks
Unifix cubes
string
pencils

Invite children to build rectangles of different sizes
(including squares, where all the sides are equal) and in
different orientations. Compare the rectangles and ask:

e Which sides are equal?
e How do you know it is a rectangle?
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